
From: Jeffrey Longsworth
To: Acklam, Nicholas (ECY)
Cc: Schmidt, Jeremy (ECY); Anderson, Ivy (ATG); Larry Krauter; bwerst@spokaneairports.net;

lsmithson@spokanecity.org; canderson@spokanecounty.org
Subject: Confidential settlement discussion correspondence from Spokane International Airport
Date: Monday, August 7, 2023 5:04:21 PM
Attachments: image001.png

2023-08-07 Respose to N. Acklam from to 7-6-23 Correspondence.pdf
A - DOE Investigation Report 05-12-2023.pdf
B - Spokesman Review 06-05-2023.pdf
C - BP BSP 06-29-2023.pdf
D - McF BSP 07-06-2023.pdf
E - DOE Website for Airport.pdf
F - SIA 2023 Land Treat Site Mgmt Plan.pdf

Mr. Acklam,

On behalf of the Spokane International Airport, I have attached an initial response to the “Early
Notice of Release of Hazardous Substances and Preliminary Determination of Liability for Release”
issued to the Airport by the Department of Ecology.  Please let me know if you have any questions
and would like to set up a meeting to discuss these matters further to find collaborative solutions. 
Best, Jeffrey Longsworth, Special Environmental Counsel to SIA. 

Jeffrey S. Longsworth, Partner | Earth & Water Law
1455 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 400, Washington, DC 20004
(202) 280-6362 (o) | (301) 807-9685 (c) | www.earthandwatergroup.com

This e-mail communication (including any attachments) may contain legally privileged and confidential information
intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, you should immediately
stop reading this message and delete it from your system. Any unauthorized reading, distribution, copying or
other use of this communication (or its attachments) is strictly prohibited.
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Confidential Settlement Discussion Correspondence 
 
August 7, 2023 
 
Mr. Nicholas Acklam 
Section Manager 
Toxics Cleanup Program, Eastern Regional Office 
Washington Department of Ecology 
Email:  Nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov  
 


RE: Spokane International Airport Initial Response to the “Early Notice of 
Release of Hazardous Substances and Preliminary Determination of Liability 
for Release” 


 
Dear Mr. Acklam: 
 
 I am the special environmental counsel to the Spokane International Airport (SIA or 
Airport).  SIA disputes that the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) can confirm that 
any release of hazardous substances, as set forth in your July 6, 2023 correspondence, can be 
proved based on the information that you set forth in that correspondence.  As a result, SIA requests 
that you retract your July 6 correspondence and remove the March 30, 2023 “toxics” listing of the 
Airport on the State’s website and the Spokane International Airport PFAS site listing.1  In the 
alternative, the Airport welcomes a meeting with you related to the U.S. Military’s and the 
Airport’s mandated use of aqueous film forming foam (AFFF).   
 


As explained further below, the Airport asserts the following problems or limitations 
associated with your findings in your July 6 correspondence, including:  the source of the 
information is not known or its reliability cannot be proven; a week prior to your finding SIA had 
submitted a request for public records pursuant to chapter 42.56 RCW for related information that 
will not be answered by Ecology until late August at the earliest; nobody from Ecology has ever 
contacted the Airport about any past information collection efforts or to confirm any information 
in Ecology’s possession; the data you relied upon are incomplete; and Ecology is not in a position 
to “confirm” anything without more effort than what has occurred to date. 
 


 
1 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/16774 ; 
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/facilitysite/FacilitySite/FacilitySiteReport/6332493 
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 SIA holds an operating certificate issued by the Federal Aviation Administration as a Class 
I commercial service airport under 14 CFR Part 139.  Under these regulations the federal 
government mandated that Part 139 airports across the country spray AFFF containing PFAS on 
the ground during training exercises, to calibrate their firefighting equipment, during FAA 
inspections, and obviously during emergencies.  Neither the federal government nor the 
manufacturers ever warned the airport industry, let alone SIA, that performing those functions for 
the past 40+ years could possibly (but not in all cases) cause significant contamination risk to the 
environment, airport employees, and others. The same has been true for the U.S. Military, as has 
been demonstrated and proven at Fairchild Air Force Base, upgradient from SIA. The wide-spread 
usage and disposal of PFAS-containing apart from but nearby airports also complicates source 
identification. 
 
 Your July 6 correspondence does not mention the source of the information other than it 
was received through the Environmental Report Tracking System “complaint.”  The website 
merely references a “third party” that obtained information through a public records request.  You 
have not provided any foundation or information that would support the reliability of this third-
party complaint or its completeness.  In your correspondence, you identify three older (2017-2019) 
reports that contain some monitoring results for PFAS.  The website indicates that Ecology 
conducted an initial investigation to confirm that SIA had released hazardous substances to the 
environment.   
 


During that “investigation,” nobody from Ecology ever contacted the Airport to confirm 
any data, whether additional data existed, the purpose for the monitoring activities, or any relevant 
and important information that the Airport ought to be able to provide before Ecology arbitrarily 
lists the Airport on its website. Furthermore, the investigation report identifies no inspection was 
conducted (Attachment A). The “investigation” merely restates that monitoring was conducted 
that found PFAS.  Whose PFAS?  Ecology jumps to the conclusion that it was the Airport’s PFAS, 
despite the nearby location of Fairchild AFB, the military use of PFAS at or near the Airport, other 
known or suspected sources of PFAS immediately adjacent to the Airport, etc.  That is not an 
“investigation” but rather an arbitrary and capricious conclusion without appropriate foundation 
or evidence. 


 
As you know, Ecology operates under a “Quality Management Plan” related to data quality.  


The most recent plan is from 2020.2  That plan states that: 
 
The ultimate purpose of the Quality Management Plan is to ensure, to the extent possible, 
that data generated by Ecology or submitted to Ecology are of known quality and usable 
for intended purposes. To this end, the Ecology quality system touches many aspects of 
agency operations including:  


• Project planning (QAPPs).  
• Document development (SOPs and reports), document control, and document 


standardization.  
• Internal laboratory operations.  
• Laboratory accreditation.  


 
2 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2003014.pdf 
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• Data management and independent data validation.  
• Field sampling and analytical procedures, field auditing, and field proficiency.  
• Other activities as appropriate. 


 
Ecology’s “investigation” does not seem to have followed its Quality Management Plan 


principles.  Further, in addition to the public records request that SIA submitted to Ecology before 
your letter was received, it has identified additional data that help to provide insight that should 
have been reviewed by Ecology during its “investigation” and before it “confirmed” that the 
Airport released hazardous substances.  Once it receives responsive information from Ecology – 
currently estimated to be available perhaps by the end of this month – SIA would welcome a 
meeting with Ecology to discuss its PFAS data and how to move forward with Ecology in a 
collaborative approach, not unnecessary threats of enforcement and litigation.  The Airport can 
explain the available data, the purpose for their collection, and what we believe the results tell us.  
The Airport is conducting additional activities to better understand the impacts that could have 
resulted from the federal government’s (and State’s) m mandates related to AFFF activities.  SIA 
believes that Ecology owes the Airport such an opportunity to meet before it is listed on Ecology’s 
website or formally regulated in ways that are inconsistent with or counter to how commercial 
airports operate and provide critical public services. 


 
In addition to Ecology deviating from its own prescribed process, it is important to point 


out further inconsistencies in which and how Ecology determined its findings: 
 
The investigation report dated May 12, 2023, identifies that an “Early Notice Letter need(s) 


to be sent” (Attachment A). The first time the Airport heard that an investigation for PFAS was 
being conducted was reading it in the Spokesman Review on June 5, 2023 (Attachment B). 


 
The second correspondence indicating “known PFAS contamination” on Airport property 


was through a land segregation (Business Park Binding Site Plan) review. A letter dated June 29, 
2023 (Attachment C) was addressed to an Assistance Planner at the City of Spokane and 
highlighted a Toxics Cleanup Program. The letter contains multiple instances in which Ecology 
engages in pure speculation without any facts to support such actions.  We believe that these 
reckless statements by Ecology have removed all economically beneficial use of this property and 
may constitute a taking of the subject property that the Airport was seeking to sell. 


 
The third correspondence indicating “significant PFAS contamination” was through 


another land segregation (McFarlane Binding Site Plan) review. A letter dated July 6, 2023 
(Attachment D) was address to the Director of Planning and Engineering at the Airport and states 
“If contamination is found on the subject parcel, current and future owners may be liable for 
remedial actions to address the associated contamination. Should field screening or sampling data 
indicate a release has occurred or is present at the subject parcel it must be reported to Ecology in 
accordance with WAC 173-340-300.” There is absolutely no evidence that Ecology has from the 
Airport that its land is contaminated by PFAS at this location or even by what source such 
contamination could originate even if it is found to be present and this also constitutes a potential 
taking of another parcel of land that the Airport is actively trying to sell. 
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The Ecology’s website identifies an individual page for the “Spokane International Airport 
PFAS” regarding “Groundwater Contamination Confirmed…”. Under that web link, and as of 
August 7, 2023, Ecology has posted “relevant” technical reports associated with the Ecology’s 
findings. One of the documents Ecology references is a report titled “Spokane International Airport 
PFAS – 2023 Land Treatment Site Management Plan (Attachment E). Please note that this is NOT 
the correct title to the report and is NOT associated to PFAS. Hopefully this was made in error and 
not a manipulation of a document by Ecology to fit its current predetermined and aggressively 
punitive narrative and approach regarding the Airport.  The correct title of the report is “Spokane 
International Airport - 2023 Land Treatment Site Management” (Attachment F) and is associated 
to reporting required under the Ecology’s Permit By Rule (Permit No. ST0045499) for spent 
aircraft deicing fluids collected from airlines and cargo operators when applied during freezing or 
near freezing conditions which is required by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 


In closing, the Airport takes its role in providing public services and its responsibilities to 
the local community very seriously.  Unnecessary and unfounded negative actions against it can 
damage its reputation and community role as well as harm the Airport economically.  Ecology’s 
“investigation” and arbitrary conclusions and public statements and other public actions taken to 
date in this case also have negative impacts that could have been avoided and should be avoided 
from this point forward.  The Airport would like to reverse that course and enter into a more 
collaborative relationship with Ecology that can serve both parties’ interests and obligations.  SIA 
respectfully requests that Ecology remove the SIA-related PFAS information from its website until 
the parties have had a chance to meet face-to-face as well as to refrain from making any further 
damaging public statements either to the media or as well as to other public and private parties 
engaged in the subdivision and sale of Airport property.   


 
If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.   
 
     Very truly yours,  
 
 
 
 
     Jeffrey Longsworth 
     Earth & Water Law 
     Jeffrey.longsworth@earthandwatergroup.com 
     (301) 807-9685 
 
 


Attachments: 
 A – Ecology Investigation Report, dated May 12, 2023 
 B – Spokesman Review Newspaper Article, dated June 5, 2023 
 C – Letter from Ecology to the City of Spokane, dated June 29, 2023 
 D – Letter from Ecology to the Airport, dated July 6, 2023 
 E – Ecology Website, as of August 7, 2023 
 F – Spokane International Airport – 2023 Land Treatment Site Management Plan 
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Cc:   Jeremy Schmidt, Ecology, JESC461@ECY.WA.GOV  
 Ivy Anderson, Office of Attorney General, General-ivy.anderson@atg.wa.gov 
 Larry Krauter, SIA, lkrauter@spokaneairports.net 
 Brian Werst, SIA, bwerst@spokaneairports.net 


Lyndon Smithson, City of Spokane, lsmithson@spokanecity.org 
Chris Anderson, Spokane County, canderson@spokanecounty.org 
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NEWS > WASHINGTON


West Plains development authority drops plan for massive
stormwater project, citing high costs and complexity
Mon., June 5, 2023


Ducks float in a field next to new homes on the West Plains in this March 2022 photo. Stormwater treatment and runoff will be
in the hands of new developers in the area. (Jesse Tinsley/The Spokesman-Review) Buy this photo


Washington  Idaho
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By Kip Hill 
kiph@spokesman.com
(509) 459-5429


Decision-makers behind the push for public development on the West Plains are backing away
from a plan to construct a massive stormwater infrastructure project that includes underground
pipes, citing high costs and an inability to manage such a complex system.


“It’s a business decision, pretty much,” said Rick Romero, the former Spokane utilities director
who is serving as interim executive director of S3R3 Solutions, the public development authority
on the West Plains. “What was going to be a stretch for a 5-year-old entity, isn’t something that
we’re going to be able to bite off and do.”


The idea, developed over several years by consultants working with the development authority,
would be to treat runoff using roadside swales, underground pipes and several treatment facilities
within the authority’s roughly 15-square-mile boundary. But members of the authority’s board,
which include representatives from the city of Spokane, Spokane County and the Spokane
International Airport, say costs to build have skyrocketed since planning began and that the same
goals could be met by requiring developers to incorporate stormwater treatment methods in their
building plans.


“We would have had to create a whole extra government,” said Spokane City Council President
Breean Beggs, who serves on the development authority’s board. “Once it became clear,
engineering-wise, what you would have to do, it was way beyond the means of our little public
development authority.”


The organization was formed in 2017 as a means of promoting industrial and commercial
development near the airport and to avoid land squabbles between the city and the county over tax
revenue. A portion of the taxes raised within the boundaries are used to build infrastructure and
promote development within the boundaries.


The authority can also receive money from other governments, including the infusion of $2 million
in COVID-19 relief spending from Spokane County. That money will be better spent on water,
sewer and road projects on the West Plains, said County Commissioner Al French, who also sits on
the authority’s board.


“The pricing of that system was exorbitant, and it wasn’t something that could happen in a short
time,” French said. “We are looking at if there are other priorities, or other activities, that can
generate a more immediate benefit.”


Instead, developers will be asked to come up with site-specific plans for how they will treat
stormwater that seeps back into the underground channels that exist on the West Plains and



https://www.spokesman.com/staff/kip-hill/

mailto:kiph@spokesman.com

tel:+15094595429





eventually flow into the Spokane River.


“Rather than trying to attack this with, kind of what I call big pipes and big tanks, we can say, let’s
look at the opportunities that each site presents,” Romero said.


Residents of the area also asked board members to study whether pooling stormwater in an area
known to possess contaminants, including the family of chemicals known as per- and
polyfluoralkyl substances, or PFAS, would cause pollutants to seep into private wells on the plains.
PFAS, under investigation by the Environmental Protection Agency for its possible harmful health
effects, has been discovered in private wells and the municipal water system for Airway Heights
after testing on Fairchild Air Force Base revealed the chemical in 2017. It is believed to be tied to
firefighting foam that was used in operations on the base for years. The Washington Ecology
Department is now investigating contamination found in monitoring wells at the airport.


French said the concerns raised by the neighbors played into the decision.


“I think there’s some legitimacy to that concern,” he said. “That’s just one factor. It wasn’t the
driving factor, but it was a contributing factor.”


Beggs also spoke with residents in the area after they raised concerns at public meetings of the
development authority board.


“This direction that we’re going should give them some relief,” he said. “The (public development
authority) is not going to do anything to solve their water problems, but we’re not going to add to
it.”


Others testifying at recent public meetings included residents of the West Terrace area south of the
airport, who have been plagued by flooding and other runoff problems. Spokane County is
continuing with its $5.5 million stormwater project in that area, which is intended to bury pipes
that will carry runoff away from the neighborhood. Those plans are unaffected by the development
authority’s course change, French said.


Both French and Romero defended the findings of consultant studies on groundwater on the West
Plains, even if they didn’t result in building a unified stormwater system.


“Now we have more information, and more wisdom, on how to address the issues,” French said.
“We will still be able to benefit from the research done in the study.”


The development authority next meets on Thursday, when they are expected to discuss projects
that could use the $2 million in COVID-19 funding originally intended for the stormwater project,
Romero said.
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Local journalism is essential.


Give directly to The Spokesman-Review's Northwest Passages community forums series -- which
helps to offset the costs of several reporter and editor positions at the newspaper -- by using the easy
options below. Gifts processed in this system are not tax deductible, but are predominately used to
help meet the local financial requirements needed to receive national matching-grant funds.


Shawn Vestal


Shawn Vestal, our resident news columnist, has held officials accountable for their misdeeds and
celebrated citizens who have risen to the occasion. His work has inspired some to take action,
and others to fire off letters to the editor.








STATE OF WASHINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Eastern Region Office 


4601 North Monroe St., Spokane, WA 99205-1295 • 509-329-3400 


June 29, 2023 


Tavis Schmidt 
Assistant Planner II 
City of Spokane Planning & Development 
808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd 
Spokane, WA 99201 


Re: SIA Business Park Preliminary Binding Site Plan 
File: Z23-254PBSP 


Dear Tavis Schmidt: 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the SIA Business Park Preliminary Binding Site Plan 
project (Proponent: Airport Board/City of Spokane/Spokane County). After reviewing the documents, 
the Department of Ecology (Ecology) submits the following comments: 


Toxics Cleanup Program 


Subject parcel 25335.0503, addressed as 8125 W. Pilot Dr., is located within approximately 
2,000 feet of known PFAS contamination in groundwater; however, the current extent of 
contamination is unknown. The contamination in groundwater is known to be located on 
adjacent parcel 25286.1201 and has not been delineated, nor have source areas been 
identified. Subject parcel 25335.0503 may also be located downgradient of potential PFAS 
source areas. If contamination is found on the subject parcel, current and future owners 
and/or operators may be liable for remedial actions to address the associated contamination. 


For more information or technical assistance, please contact Jeremy Schmidt, Site Manager, at 
(509) 724-1164 or via email at jeremy.schmidt@ecy.wa.gov.


State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 


Ecology bases comments upon information submitted for review. As such, comments made do 
not constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations you may need to obtain, nor 
legal requirements you may need to fulfill in order to carry out the proposed action. Applicants 
should remain in touch with their Local Responsible Officials or Planners for additional 
guidance. 


For information on the SEPA Process, please contact Cindy Anderson at (509) 655-1541 or via 
email at Cindy.Anderson@ecy.wa.gov.  
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Tavis Schmidt 
March 15, 2023 
Page 2 


To receive more guidance on or to respond to the comments made by Ecology, please contact the 
appropriate staff listed above at the phone number or email provided. 
 
Department of Ecology 
Eastern Regional Office 
(Ecology File: 202302983) 
 
 
Ec: Lisa Corcoran, Spokane Airport Board 


Jeremy Schmidt, Site Manager, Ecology 








STATE OF WASHINGTON 


DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Eastern Region Office 


4601 North Monroe St., Spokane, WA 99205-1295 • 509-329-3400 


July 6, 2023 


Lisa Corcoran 


Director 
Planning & Engineering Department 


Spokane International Airport 
9000 W. Airport Dr., Suite 204 


Spokane, WA  99224 


Re: McFarlane Binding Site Plan 
File: 19-43-9999-019 


Dear Lisa Corcoran: 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Determination of Nonsignificance regarding 
the McFarlane Binding Site Plan project (Proponent: Spokane Airport Board). After reviewing 


the documents, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) submits the following comments: 


Toxics Cleanup Program 


Subject parcel 15365.1101, addressed as 10921 W. McFarlane Rd, is located in between 
two known contaminated cleanup projects (Fairchild Air Force Base – FSID 112 and the 
Spokane International Airport – FSID 6332493) with significant PFAS contamination in 
groundwater. The current extent of contamination is unknown.  The PFAS 
contamination in groundwater is known to be located on multiple parcels in the vicinity 
of the subject parcel and has not been delineated, nor have source areas been 
identified. If contamination is found on the subject parcel, current and future owners 


may be liable for remedial actions to address the associated contamination. Should field 
screening or sampling data indicate a release has occurred or is present at the subject 


parcel it must be reported to Ecology in accordance with WAC 173-340-300. 


For more information or technical assistance, please contact Nick Acklam at (360) 628-
1977 or via email at nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov. 


State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 


Ecology bases comments upon information submitted for review.  As such, comments 


made do not constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations you may need to 
obtain, nor legal requirements you may need to fulfill in order to carry out the proposed 


action. Applicants should remain in touch with their Local Responsible Officials or 
Planners for additional guidance. 
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Lisa Corcoran 
July 6, 2023 


Page 2 


 
For information on the SEPA Process, please contact Cindy Anderson at (509) 655-1541 
or via email at Cindy.Anderson@ecy.wa.gov.  


 
To receive more guidance on or to respond to the comments made by Ecology, please contact 


the appropriate staff listed above at the phone number or email provided.  
 
Department of Ecology 
Eastern Regional Office 
(Ecology File: 202303073) 








Cleanup and Tank Search
Home Search Cleanups Search USTs Contact Help


Spokane International Airport
PFAS



9000 W AIRPORT DR
SPOKANE, Spokane County


Facility Site ID:


6332493


Cleanup Site ID:


16774


Related Information
Ecology PFAS website
Keeping your home and family
healthy: Reduce exposure to
PFAS (Ecology Publication 20-
04-043)
Washington Department of
Health PFAS webpage
EPA PFAS website


More about cleanup
Cleanup comment periods and
events
Terms and acronyms
The cleanup process
Contaminated sites in
Washington


Site Status


Awaiting Cleanup


Site Details


Download Site Report


View documents 6


View contaminants 1


Contacts


Nick Acklam
nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov
Executive Manager
360-628-1977


Jeremy Schmidt
jeremy.schmidt@ecy.wa.gov
Site Manager
509-724-1164


Erika Beresovoy
erika.beresovoy@ecy.wa.gov
Public Involvement
Coordinator
509-385-2290


Eastern Regional Office
509-385-2290


Groundwater Contamination Confirmed In Three Wells In 2017


Next Steps


In October 2017, the Spokane International Airport hired an environmental consultant to drill
two new groundwater wells in the northeast part of the airport property. In November, these
wells and an existing well were sampled to determine if per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) were present in groundwater. Sample results for all three wells at the airport had levels of
PFAS above the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) lifetime drinking water health advisory
of 70 parts per trillion.


PFAS contamination has been identified in wells in and around the nearby Fairchild Air Force
Base earlier in 2017. PFAS, a known human health hazard, are in firefighting foam used to
control petroleum fires at airports and military installations.


Ecology received the 2017 sampling results in early 2023 from a third party who had obtained
them through a public records request. Ecology completed an initial investigation, and then
added the airport to the Confirmed and Suspected Contaminated Sites List. We are working on
identifying the parties responsible for cleanup and moving forward with a full site investigation.


We are also working with the City of Medical Lake to develop an agreement for an Area-wide
Groundwater Investigation grant to evaluate PFAS contamination in the West Plains. The scope
of the agreement is not final yet.


Learn more about PFAS
PFAS are known as “emerging” contaminants. State and federal health and environmental
agencies are learning more about this class of chemicals and setting health limits for them. EPA
is accepting comments on their proposed PFAS rulemaking through August 11, 2023.


PFAS are a group of industrial chemicals used in fire suppression foam, furniture, carpet,
clothing, electronics, and building insulation.


PFAS can easily contaminate groundwater and can be hard to filter out. While people don’t eat
these products, we breathe in tiny bits of them that have entered the air. PFAS are found in the
blood or urine of over 90 percent of Americans.


In November 2021, Ecology and the Washington Department of Health published our PFAS
Chemical Action Plan. The plan identifies the potential health and environmental effects of PFAS
chemicals and recommends strategies to reduce or eliminate those impacts in Washington.


More information is available online:
Ecology PFAS website
Keeping your home and family healthy: Reduce exposure to PFAS (Ecology Publication 20-
04-043)
Washington Department of Health PFAS webpage
EPA PFAS website
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http://ecology.wa.gov/

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/reports/cleanup/all

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/reports/ust

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/Contact

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/Help

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/neighborhood?csid=16774

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/neighborhood?csid=16774

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2004043.pdf

https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/contaminants/pfas

https://www.epa.gov/pfas

https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Search-all?fa=0%2c2%2c3&searchtext=%20Search%20Events&top=12&et=&cat=&co=

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Guidance-technical-assistance/Toxic-cleanup-acronyms

https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process

https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-sites

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/reports/cleanup/sitedetails/16774

mailto:nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov

tel:360-628-1977

mailto:jeremy.schmidt@ecy.wa.gov

tel:509-724-1164

mailto:erika.beresovoy@ecy.wa.gov

tel:509-385-2290

tel:509-385-2290

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/123634

https://www.fairchild.af.mil/Information/Restoration/

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/124785

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/advanced-notice-proposed-rulemaking-potential-future-designations-and-polyfluoroalkyl

https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37105

https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2004043.pdf

https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/contaminants/pfas

https://www.epa.gov/pfas
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Document Title Document
Date


Document Type


Early Notice of Release of Hazardous
Substances and Preliminary Determination of
Liability


7/6/2023 Early Notice Letter


Spokane International Airport PFAS - Early
Notice of Release of Hazardous Substances
and Preliminary Determination of Liability for
Release


7/6/2023 Early Notice Letter


Technical Reports 4


Document Title Document
Date


Document Type


Spokane International Airport PFAS - Initial
Investigation Report


5/12/2023 Initial Investigation Report


Spokane International Airport PFAS - 2023
Land Treatment Site Management Plan


1/31/2023 Site Specific Technical Document -
other


Spokane International Airport PFAS - Limited
Assessment of Electric Avenue Waste Deposal/
Fire Pit Training Area


4/23/2019 Groundwater Monitoring Report


Spokane International Airport PFAS -
Monitoring Well Installation and Groundwater
Monitoring for Perfluorinated Chemicals


12/12/2017 Site Specific Technical Document -
other







There may be more documents related to this site. To obtain
documents not available electronically, you will need to make a
public records request. 


Eastern Regional Office
N 4601 Monroe St


Spokane, 99205-1265
509-329-3415


Please schedule an appointment to
view print documents at this location.


Contaminants 1


Contaminant Type


Halogenated Organics - Per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) S C 
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S Suspected


C Confirmed Above Cleanup Levels


B Below Cleanup Levels


RA Remediated-Above


RB Remediated-Below


R Remediated



This contaminant list was based on our best information at the
time it was entered. It may not reflect current conditions at the site. 
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https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/127014

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/126918

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/124785

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/126109

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/125373

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/123634

https://ecology.wa.gov/Footer/Public-records-requests

tel:509-329-3415
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Office Locations: Washington, DC • Atlanta, GA • Oklahoma City, OK • Raleigh, NC 

 

 

 
 

Earth & Water Law, LLC 
1455 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20004 
(202) 280-6362 
info@earthandwatergroup.com 

 
 
 

Confidential Settlement Discussion Correspondence 
 
August 7, 2023 
 
Mr. Nicholas Acklam 
Section Manager 
Toxics Cleanup Program, Eastern Regional Office 
Washington Department of Ecology 
Email:  Nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov  
 

RE: Spokane International Airport Initial Response to the “Early Notice of 
Release of Hazardous Substances and Preliminary Determination of Liability 
for Release” 

 
Dear Mr. Acklam: 
 
 I am the special environmental counsel to the Spokane International Airport (SIA or 
Airport).  SIA disputes that the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) can confirm that 
any release of hazardous substances, as set forth in your July 6, 2023 correspondence, can be 
proved based on the information that you set forth in that correspondence.  As a result, SIA requests 
that you retract your July 6 correspondence and remove the March 30, 2023 “toxics” listing of the 
Airport on the State’s website and the Spokane International Airport PFAS site listing.1  In the 
alternative, the Airport welcomes a meeting with you related to the U.S. Military’s and the 
Airport’s mandated use of aqueous film forming foam (AFFF).   
 

As explained further below, the Airport asserts the following problems or limitations 
associated with your findings in your July 6 correspondence, including:  the source of the 
information is not known or its reliability cannot be proven; a week prior to your finding SIA had 
submitted a request for public records pursuant to chapter 42.56 RCW for related information that 
will not be answered by Ecology until late August at the earliest; nobody from Ecology has ever 
contacted the Airport about any past information collection efforts or to confirm any information 
in Ecology’s possession; the data you relied upon are incomplete; and Ecology is not in a position 
to “confirm” anything without more effort than what has occurred to date. 
 

 
1 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/16774 ; 
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/facilitysite/FacilitySite/FacilitySiteReport/6332493 

mailto:Nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/16774
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/facilitysite/FacilitySite/FacilitySiteReport/6332493
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 SIA holds an operating certificate issued by the Federal Aviation Administration as a Class 
I commercial service airport under 14 CFR Part 139.  Under these regulations the federal 
government mandated that Part 139 airports across the country spray AFFF containing PFAS on 
the ground during training exercises, to calibrate their firefighting equipment, during FAA 
inspections, and obviously during emergencies.  Neither the federal government nor the 
manufacturers ever warned the airport industry, let alone SIA, that performing those functions for 
the past 40+ years could possibly (but not in all cases) cause significant contamination risk to the 
environment, airport employees, and others. The same has been true for the U.S. Military, as has 
been demonstrated and proven at Fairchild Air Force Base, upgradient from SIA. The wide-spread 
usage and disposal of PFAS-containing apart from but nearby airports also complicates source 
identification. 
 
 Your July 6 correspondence does not mention the source of the information other than it 
was received through the Environmental Report Tracking System “complaint.”  The website 
merely references a “third party” that obtained information through a public records request.  You 
have not provided any foundation or information that would support the reliability of this third-
party complaint or its completeness.  In your correspondence, you identify three older (2017-2019) 
reports that contain some monitoring results for PFAS.  The website indicates that Ecology 
conducted an initial investigation to confirm that SIA had released hazardous substances to the 
environment.   
 

During that “investigation,” nobody from Ecology ever contacted the Airport to confirm 
any data, whether additional data existed, the purpose for the monitoring activities, or any relevant 
and important information that the Airport ought to be able to provide before Ecology arbitrarily 
lists the Airport on its website. Furthermore, the investigation report identifies no inspection was 
conducted (Attachment A). The “investigation” merely restates that monitoring was conducted 
that found PFAS.  Whose PFAS?  Ecology jumps to the conclusion that it was the Airport’s PFAS, 
despite the nearby location of Fairchild AFB, the military use of PFAS at or near the Airport, other 
known or suspected sources of PFAS immediately adjacent to the Airport, etc.  That is not an 
“investigation” but rather an arbitrary and capricious conclusion without appropriate foundation 
or evidence. 

 
As you know, Ecology operates under a “Quality Management Plan” related to data quality.  

The most recent plan is from 2020.2  That plan states that: 
 
The ultimate purpose of the Quality Management Plan is to ensure, to the extent possible, 
that data generated by Ecology or submitted to Ecology are of known quality and usable 
for intended purposes. To this end, the Ecology quality system touches many aspects of 
agency operations including:  

• Project planning (QAPPs).  
• Document development (SOPs and reports), document control, and document 

standardization.  
• Internal laboratory operations.  
• Laboratory accreditation.  

 
2 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2003014.pdf 
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• Data management and independent data validation.  
• Field sampling and analytical procedures, field auditing, and field proficiency.  
• Other activities as appropriate. 

 
Ecology’s “investigation” does not seem to have followed its Quality Management Plan 

principles.  Further, in addition to the public records request that SIA submitted to Ecology before 
your letter was received, it has identified additional data that help to provide insight that should 
have been reviewed by Ecology during its “investigation” and before it “confirmed” that the 
Airport released hazardous substances.  Once it receives responsive information from Ecology – 
currently estimated to be available perhaps by the end of this month – SIA would welcome a 
meeting with Ecology to discuss its PFAS data and how to move forward with Ecology in a 
collaborative approach, not unnecessary threats of enforcement and litigation.  The Airport can 
explain the available data, the purpose for their collection, and what we believe the results tell us.  
The Airport is conducting additional activities to better understand the impacts that could have 
resulted from the federal government’s (and State’s) m mandates related to AFFF activities.  SIA 
believes that Ecology owes the Airport such an opportunity to meet before it is listed on Ecology’s 
website or formally regulated in ways that are inconsistent with or counter to how commercial 
airports operate and provide critical public services. 

 
In addition to Ecology deviating from its own prescribed process, it is important to point 

out further inconsistencies in which and how Ecology determined its findings: 
 
The investigation report dated May 12, 2023, identifies that an “Early Notice Letter need(s) 

to be sent” (Attachment A). The first time the Airport heard that an investigation for PFAS was 
being conducted was reading it in the Spokesman Review on June 5, 2023 (Attachment B). 

 
The second correspondence indicating “known PFAS contamination” on Airport property 

was through a land segregation (Business Park Binding Site Plan) review. A letter dated June 29, 
2023 (Attachment C) was addressed to an Assistance Planner at the City of Spokane and 
highlighted a Toxics Cleanup Program. The letter contains multiple instances in which Ecology 
engages in pure speculation without any facts to support such actions.  We believe that these 
reckless statements by Ecology have removed all economically beneficial use of this property and 
may constitute a taking of the subject property that the Airport was seeking to sell. 

 
The third correspondence indicating “significant PFAS contamination” was through 

another land segregation (McFarlane Binding Site Plan) review. A letter dated July 6, 2023 
(Attachment D) was address to the Director of Planning and Engineering at the Airport and states 
“If contamination is found on the subject parcel, current and future owners may be liable for 
remedial actions to address the associated contamination. Should field screening or sampling data 
indicate a release has occurred or is present at the subject parcel it must be reported to Ecology in 
accordance with WAC 173-340-300.” There is absolutely no evidence that Ecology has from the 
Airport that its land is contaminated by PFAS at this location or even by what source such 
contamination could originate even if it is found to be present and this also constitutes a potential 
taking of another parcel of land that the Airport is actively trying to sell. 
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The Ecology’s website identifies an individual page for the “Spokane International Airport 
PFAS” regarding “Groundwater Contamination Confirmed…”. Under that web link, and as of 
August 7, 2023, Ecology has posted “relevant” technical reports associated with the Ecology’s 
findings. One of the documents Ecology references is a report titled “Spokane International Airport 
PFAS – 2023 Land Treatment Site Management Plan (Attachment E). Please note that this is NOT 
the correct title to the report and is NOT associated to PFAS. Hopefully this was made in error and 
not a manipulation of a document by Ecology to fit its current predetermined and aggressively 
punitive narrative and approach regarding the Airport.  The correct title of the report is “Spokane 
International Airport - 2023 Land Treatment Site Management” (Attachment F) and is associated 
to reporting required under the Ecology’s Permit By Rule (Permit No. ST0045499) for spent 
aircraft deicing fluids collected from airlines and cargo operators when applied during freezing or 
near freezing conditions which is required by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 

In closing, the Airport takes its role in providing public services and its responsibilities to 
the local community very seriously.  Unnecessary and unfounded negative actions against it can 
damage its reputation and community role as well as harm the Airport economically.  Ecology’s 
“investigation” and arbitrary conclusions and public statements and other public actions taken to 
date in this case also have negative impacts that could have been avoided and should be avoided 
from this point forward.  The Airport would like to reverse that course and enter into a more 
collaborative relationship with Ecology that can serve both parties’ interests and obligations.  SIA 
respectfully requests that Ecology remove the SIA-related PFAS information from its website until 
the parties have had a chance to meet face-to-face as well as to refrain from making any further 
damaging public statements either to the media or as well as to other public and private parties 
engaged in the subdivision and sale of Airport property.   

 
If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned.   
 
     Very truly yours,  
 
 
 
 
     Jeffrey Longsworth 
     Earth & Water Law 
     Jeffrey.longsworth@earthandwatergroup.com 
     (301) 807-9685 
 
 

Attachments: 
 A – Ecology Investigation Report, dated May 12, 2023 
 B – Spokesman Review Newspaper Article, dated June 5, 2023 
 C – Letter from Ecology to the City of Spokane, dated June 29, 2023 
 D – Letter from Ecology to the Airport, dated July 6, 2023 
 E – Ecology Website, as of August 7, 2023 
 F – Spokane International Airport – 2023 Land Treatment Site Management Plan 

 

mailto:Jeffrey.longsworth@earthandwatergroup.com
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Cc:   Jeremy Schmidt, Ecology, JESC461@ECY.WA.GOV  
 Ivy Anderson, Office of Attorney General, General-ivy.anderson@atg.wa.gov 
 Larry Krauter, SIA, lkrauter@spokaneairports.net 
 Brian Werst, SIA, bwerst@spokaneairports.net 

Lyndon Smithson, City of Spokane, lsmithson@spokanecity.org 
Chris Anderson, Spokane County, canderson@spokanecounty.org 
 

  

mailto:lkrauter@spokaneairports.net
mailto:bwerst@spokaneairports.net
mailto:lsmithson@spokanecity.org
mailto:canderson@spokanecounty.org
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NEWS > WASHINGTON

West Plains development authority drops plan for massive
stormwater project, citing high costs and complexity
Mon., June 5, 2023

Ducks float in a field next to new homes on the West Plains in this March 2022 photo. Stormwater treatment and runoff will be
in the hands of new developers in the area. (Jesse Tinsley/The Spokesman-Review) Buy this photo

Washington  Idaho

 Menu  Search News Sports AE Weather
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By Kip Hill 
kiph@spokesman.com
(509) 459-5429

Decision-makers behind the push for public development on the West Plains are backing away
from a plan to construct a massive stormwater infrastructure project that includes underground
pipes, citing high costs and an inability to manage such a complex system.

“It’s a business decision, pretty much,” said Rick Romero, the former Spokane utilities director
who is serving as interim executive director of S3R3 Solutions, the public development authority
on the West Plains. “What was going to be a stretch for a 5-year-old entity, isn’t something that
we’re going to be able to bite off and do.”

The idea, developed over several years by consultants working with the development authority,
would be to treat runoff using roadside swales, underground pipes and several treatment facilities
within the authority’s roughly 15-square-mile boundary. But members of the authority’s board,
which include representatives from the city of Spokane, Spokane County and the Spokane
International Airport, say costs to build have skyrocketed since planning began and that the same
goals could be met by requiring developers to incorporate stormwater treatment methods in their
building plans.

“We would have had to create a whole extra government,” said Spokane City Council President
Breean Beggs, who serves on the development authority’s board. “Once it became clear,
engineering-wise, what you would have to do, it was way beyond the means of our little public
development authority.”

The organization was formed in 2017 as a means of promoting industrial and commercial
development near the airport and to avoid land squabbles between the city and the county over tax
revenue. A portion of the taxes raised within the boundaries are used to build infrastructure and
promote development within the boundaries.

The authority can also receive money from other governments, including the infusion of $2 million
in COVID-19 relief spending from Spokane County. That money will be better spent on water,
sewer and road projects on the West Plains, said County Commissioner Al French, who also sits on
the authority’s board.

“The pricing of that system was exorbitant, and it wasn’t something that could happen in a short
time,” French said. “We are looking at if there are other priorities, or other activities, that can
generate a more immediate benefit.”

Instead, developers will be asked to come up with site-specific plans for how they will treat
stormwater that seeps back into the underground channels that exist on the West Plains and

https://www.spokesman.com/staff/kip-hill/
mailto:kiph@spokesman.com
tel:+15094595429


eventually flow into the Spokane River.

“Rather than trying to attack this with, kind of what I call big pipes and big tanks, we can say, let’s
look at the opportunities that each site presents,” Romero said.

Residents of the area also asked board members to study whether pooling stormwater in an area
known to possess contaminants, including the family of chemicals known as per- and
polyfluoralkyl substances, or PFAS, would cause pollutants to seep into private wells on the plains.
PFAS, under investigation by the Environmental Protection Agency for its possible harmful health
effects, has been discovered in private wells and the municipal water system for Airway Heights
after testing on Fairchild Air Force Base revealed the chemical in 2017. It is believed to be tied to
firefighting foam that was used in operations on the base for years. The Washington Ecology
Department is now investigating contamination found in monitoring wells at the airport.

French said the concerns raised by the neighbors played into the decision.

“I think there’s some legitimacy to that concern,” he said. “That’s just one factor. It wasn’t the
driving factor, but it was a contributing factor.”

Beggs also spoke with residents in the area after they raised concerns at public meetings of the
development authority board.

“This direction that we’re going should give them some relief,” he said. “The (public development
authority) is not going to do anything to solve their water problems, but we’re not going to add to
it.”

Others testifying at recent public meetings included residents of the West Terrace area south of the
airport, who have been plagued by flooding and other runoff problems. Spokane County is
continuing with its $5.5 million stormwater project in that area, which is intended to bury pipes
that will carry runoff away from the neighborhood. Those plans are unaffected by the development
authority’s course change, French said.

Both French and Romero defended the findings of consultant studies on groundwater on the West
Plains, even if they didn’t result in building a unified stormwater system.

“Now we have more information, and more wisdom, on how to address the issues,” French said.
“We will still be able to benefit from the research done in the study.”

The development authority next meets on Thursday, when they are expected to discuss projects
that could use the $2 million in COVID-19 funding originally intended for the stormwater project,
Romero said.

https://www.epa.gov/pfas
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/may/16/airway-heights-residents-warned-not-to-drink-tap-w
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/site/16774#site-documents
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Local journalism is essential.

Give directly to The Spokesman-Review's Northwest Passages community forums series -- which
helps to offset the costs of several reporter and editor positions at the newspaper -- by using the easy
options below. Gifts processed in this system are not tax deductible, but are predominately used to
help meet the local financial requirements needed to receive national matching-grant funds.

Shawn Vestal

Shawn Vestal, our resident news columnist, has held officials accountable for their misdeeds and
celebrated citizens who have risen to the occasion. His work has inspired some to take action,
and others to fire off letters to the editor.



STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Eastern Region Office 

4601 North Monroe St., Spokane, WA 99205-1295 • 509-329-3400 

June 29, 2023 

Tavis Schmidt 
Assistant Planner II 
City of Spokane Planning & Development 
808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd 
Spokane, WA 99201 

Re: SIA Business Park Preliminary Binding Site Plan 
File: Z23-254PBSP 

Dear Tavis Schmidt: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the SIA Business Park Preliminary Binding Site Plan 
project (Proponent: Airport Board/City of Spokane/Spokane County). After reviewing the documents, 
the Department of Ecology (Ecology) submits the following comments: 

Toxics Cleanup Program 

Subject parcel 25335.0503, addressed as 8125 W. Pilot Dr., is located within approximately 
2,000 feet of known PFAS contamination in groundwater; however, the current extent of 
contamination is unknown. The contamination in groundwater is known to be located on 
adjacent parcel 25286.1201 and has not been delineated, nor have source areas been 
identified. Subject parcel 25335.0503 may also be located downgradient of potential PFAS 
source areas. If contamination is found on the subject parcel, current and future owners 
and/or operators may be liable for remedial actions to address the associated contamination. 

For more information or technical assistance, please contact Jeremy Schmidt, Site Manager, at 
(509) 724-1164 or via email at jeremy.schmidt@ecy.wa.gov.

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

Ecology bases comments upon information submitted for review. As such, comments made do 
not constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations you may need to obtain, nor 
legal requirements you may need to fulfill in order to carry out the proposed action. Applicants 
should remain in touch with their Local Responsible Officials or Planners for additional 
guidance. 

For information on the SEPA Process, please contact Cindy Anderson at (509) 655-1541 or via 
email at Cindy.Anderson@ecy.wa.gov.  
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Tavis Schmidt 
March 15, 2023 
Page 2 

To receive more guidance on or to respond to the comments made by Ecology, please contact the 
appropriate staff listed above at the phone number or email provided. 
 
Department of Ecology 
Eastern Regional Office 
(Ecology File: 202302983) 
 
 
Ec: Lisa Corcoran, Spokane Airport Board 

Jeremy Schmidt, Site Manager, Ecology 



STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Eastern Region Office 

4601 North Monroe St., Spokane, WA 99205-1295 • 509-329-3400 

July 6, 2023 

Lisa Corcoran 

Director 
Planning & Engineering Department 

Spokane International Airport 
9000 W. Airport Dr., Suite 204 

Spokane, WA  99224 

Re: McFarlane Binding Site Plan 
File: 19-43-9999-019 

Dear Lisa Corcoran: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Determination of Nonsignificance regarding 
the McFarlane Binding Site Plan project (Proponent: Spokane Airport Board). After reviewing 

the documents, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) submits the following comments: 

Toxics Cleanup Program 

Subject parcel 15365.1101, addressed as 10921 W. McFarlane Rd, is located in between 
two known contaminated cleanup projects (Fairchild Air Force Base – FSID 112 and the 
Spokane International Airport – FSID 6332493) with significant PFAS contamination in 
groundwater. The current extent of contamination is unknown.  The PFAS 
contamination in groundwater is known to be located on multiple parcels in the vicinity 
of the subject parcel and has not been delineated, nor have source areas been 
identified. If contamination is found on the subject parcel, current and future owners 

may be liable for remedial actions to address the associated contamination. Should field 
screening or sampling data indicate a release has occurred or is present at the subject 

parcel it must be reported to Ecology in accordance with WAC 173-340-300. 

For more information or technical assistance, please contact Nick Acklam at (360) 628-
1977 or via email at nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov. 

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) 

Ecology bases comments upon information submitted for review.  As such, comments 

made do not constitute an exhaustive list of the various authorizations you may need to 
obtain, nor legal requirements you may need to fulfill in order to carry out the proposed 

action. Applicants should remain in touch with their Local Responsible Officials or 
Planners for additional guidance. 
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For information on the SEPA Process, please contact Cindy Anderson at (509) 655-1541 
or via email at Cindy.Anderson@ecy.wa.gov.  

 
To receive more guidance on or to respond to the comments made by Ecology, please contact 

the appropriate staff listed above at the phone number or email provided.  
 
Department of Ecology 
Eastern Regional Office 
(Ecology File: 202303073) 



Cleanup and Tank Search
Home Search Cleanups Search USTs Contact Help

Spokane International Airport
PFAS


9000 W AIRPORT DR
SPOKANE, Spokane County

Facility Site ID:

6332493

Cleanup Site ID:

16774

Related Information
Ecology PFAS website
Keeping your home and family
healthy: Reduce exposure to
PFAS (Ecology Publication 20-
04-043)
Washington Department of
Health PFAS webpage
EPA PFAS website

More about cleanup
Cleanup comment periods and
events
Terms and acronyms
The cleanup process
Contaminated sites in
Washington

Site Status

Awaiting Cleanup

Site Details

Download Site Report

View documents 6

View contaminants 1

Contacts

Nick Acklam
nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov
Executive Manager
360-628-1977

Jeremy Schmidt
jeremy.schmidt@ecy.wa.gov
Site Manager
509-724-1164

Erika Beresovoy
erika.beresovoy@ecy.wa.gov
Public Involvement
Coordinator
509-385-2290

Eastern Regional Office
509-385-2290

Groundwater Contamination Confirmed In Three Wells In 2017

Next Steps

In October 2017, the Spokane International Airport hired an environmental consultant to drill
two new groundwater wells in the northeast part of the airport property. In November, these
wells and an existing well were sampled to determine if per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) were present in groundwater. Sample results for all three wells at the airport had levels of
PFAS above the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) lifetime drinking water health advisory
of 70 parts per trillion.

PFAS contamination has been identified in wells in and around the nearby Fairchild Air Force
Base earlier in 2017. PFAS, a known human health hazard, are in firefighting foam used to
control petroleum fires at airports and military installations.

Ecology received the 2017 sampling results in early 2023 from a third party who had obtained
them through a public records request. Ecology completed an initial investigation, and then
added the airport to the Confirmed and Suspected Contaminated Sites List. We are working on
identifying the parties responsible for cleanup and moving forward with a full site investigation.

We are also working with the City of Medical Lake to develop an agreement for an Area-wide
Groundwater Investigation grant to evaluate PFAS contamination in the West Plains. The scope
of the agreement is not final yet.

Learn more about PFAS
PFAS are known as “emerging” contaminants. State and federal health and environmental
agencies are learning more about this class of chemicals and setting health limits for them. EPA
is accepting comments on their proposed PFAS rulemaking through August 11, 2023.

PFAS are a group of industrial chemicals used in fire suppression foam, furniture, carpet,
clothing, electronics, and building insulation.

PFAS can easily contaminate groundwater and can be hard to filter out. While people don’t eat
these products, we breathe in tiny bits of them that have entered the air. PFAS are found in the
blood or urine of over 90 percent of Americans.

In November 2021, Ecology and the Washington Department of Health published our PFAS
Chemical Action Plan. The plan identifies the potential health and environmental effects of PFAS
chemicals and recommends strategies to reduce or eliminate those impacts in Washington.

More information is available online:
Ecology PFAS website
Keeping your home and family healthy: Reduce exposure to PFAS (Ecology Publication 20-
04-043)
Washington Department of Health PFAS webpage
EPA PFAS website
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http://ecology.wa.gov/
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/reports/cleanup/all
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/reports/ust
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/Contact
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/Help
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/neighborhood?csid=16774
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/neighborhood?csid=16774
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2004043.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/contaminants/pfas
https://www.epa.gov/pfas
https://ecology.wa.gov/Events/Search/Search-all?fa=0%2c2%2c3&searchtext=%20Search%20Events&top=12&et=&cat=&co=
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Guidance-technical-assistance/Toxic-cleanup-acronyms
https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-process
https://ecology.wa.gov/Spills-Cleanup/Contamination-cleanup/Cleanup-sites
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/reports/cleanup/sitedetails/16774
mailto:nicholas.acklam@ecy.wa.gov
tel:360-628-1977
mailto:jeremy.schmidt@ecy.wa.gov
tel:509-724-1164
mailto:erika.beresovoy@ecy.wa.gov
tel:509-385-2290
tel:509-385-2290
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/123634
https://www.fairchild.af.mil/Information/Restoration/
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/124785
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/advanced-notice-proposed-rulemaking-potential-future-designations-and-polyfluoroalkyl
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37105
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2004043.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/contaminants/pfas
https://www.epa.gov/pfas
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Document Title Document
Date

Document Type

Early Notice of Release of Hazardous
Substances and Preliminary Determination of
Liability

7/6/2023 Early Notice Letter

Spokane International Airport PFAS - Early
Notice of Release of Hazardous Substances
and Preliminary Determination of Liability for
Release

7/6/2023 Early Notice Letter

Technical Reports 4

Document Title Document
Date

Document Type

Spokane International Airport PFAS - Initial
Investigation Report

5/12/2023 Initial Investigation Report

Spokane International Airport PFAS - 2023
Land Treatment Site Management Plan

1/31/2023 Site Specific Technical Document -
other

Spokane International Airport PFAS - Limited
Assessment of Electric Avenue Waste Deposal/
Fire Pit Training Area

4/23/2019 Groundwater Monitoring Report

Spokane International Airport PFAS -
Monitoring Well Installation and Groundwater
Monitoring for Perfluorinated Chemicals

12/12/2017 Site Specific Technical Document -
other





There may be more documents related to this site. To obtain
documents not available electronically, you will need to make a
public records request. 

Eastern Regional Office
N 4601 Monroe St

Spokane, 99205-1265
509-329-3415

Please schedule an appointment to
view print documents at this location.

Contaminants 1

Contaminant Type

Halogenated Organics - Per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) S C 
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S Suspected

C Confirmed Above Cleanup Levels

B Below Cleanup Levels

RA Remediated-Above

RB Remediated-Below

R Remediated


This contaminant list was based on our best information at the
time it was entered. It may not reflect current conditions at the site. 
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https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/127014
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/126918
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/124785
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/126109
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/125373
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/cleanupsearch/document/123634
https://ecology.wa.gov/Footer/Public-records-requests
tel:509-329-3415
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